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ROIE OF THE TRADE-UNIONS

I SOVIRT ZONE OF GERMAKY

Herbert Wernke

A% present, 8 percenk of all German industrial enterprises in the Soviet
Zone are nationalized. They account for 45 pexrcent of the zone's induatvrial -
production and include also the nstionalized agricultural estetes.

At the pamo time, the part of irdustry which %urns out 55 percent of all’
preduction and almost all the wvholesale businsesos are in prisate hards and
L operate on capitalistic principles. Alongside them, thers are small business
T home craft, and handicraft, enterprises. In the villages, the wealthy peasantry
stands out in opposition %o the workers, i.e., the grall and middle peasants.
Beceuse of this variegated social amd econcuic set-up, the trade-unions cannot
pursus an eXfective policy based on unifora principlea and, therefore, are faced
with many types of problems. Consequently, the basic line adopted by the unions
i@ deliberaty and con#lstent coopesration in the fulfillment of the economic
plan since emch “cooperation alone can guerantee an improvement in the workers'
living conlitions. In this connection, Marghall Sokolovsky's novw well-known
directiw No 234 undorscored the importance of inoreasing labor productivity
and gave impetus %o the activist (ahock-vorke;s') movement in many of the
nasionalized enterprises.

Participation by the trade-unions in the rehabilisation and development
of the national economy of the Soviet Zons is assured through sheir represen-
sasion in the German Economic Commission, which guides she zono's oconomy
apd in the supervisory orgaus of the nationalized banks, as well as through
the actitity of tke union committees in all enterprises, sinte these bolies
have a voice in decisions on sccial, political, and production masters. Thus,
the trade-unions in the Soviet Zone have rights waich they never enjoyed in
Gerxany before.

All this is the sxact opposite of what is happening in the Western zones,
vhich have never implsmented the Potsdam Agreement concerning the elimination of
monopolies and land reform.
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In che Soviet 7Zon2, the sntire e:5n..; ‘operates on the basis of ths v
Two-Year Plan (1949 - 1930, Tha iaizer provides for an inorease of 35 per-
cent in indusirial profucticr “y shs enfl'¢I 1950 and an Incresge of L0 porsent
in the 29h¢ cweops, as wel. 13 an incrgase ir livestuck. This ought to make &%
rossibles to improve suppliss and, simul;badeouglg', to raise wages by 15 persent.

[

The fulfillmsni of the Two-Yedr Plan dspends,.above all, on the work of
the nationalized anterprises inaamich &8 they conptitute tls most important
branches of production and furn out the more significent and greater psxrk of
producticn: 99,5 psresnt in the mining Ioduciry, 53.9 psrcent in the metai- o
lurgical infustry, hb.5 percent inthe paper amd cellulose irdustry, and 40.8 * L
percent in the machine-puilding Imduatry. " T. 'the textils industry, nationalized <
enterprises turd out only 3147 percent; in the food industry omly 13.6 porcent, ‘ "
and in the cosmetivs {pjuetry only 6.5 percent, ' I 1s quits natural thes the .
trade-unions’ should give apscial astsntion %o 'the nationalized enberprisss and
should.  foster therein a new attitide toward labor.: Tt is om this basis that

the trace-unions work heod in hand with $bo plant administra¥ions (more than TR T ,(
50 percent of their diréctors aie former wcgrke;-s) towvard ful.fi]_.iing the Two- v - 8

Year Plan.

The sctivist movement baan toward the ‘end ot 1947, 'In 1948, a coal
miner named Henheks fulfilled. his deily norm 380 percent. After this feat,
the ectivist movemsnt quickly spread among - the miners amd okher workers.

. . The  trade-unions champion the practice of piece-rate pey. In 1947, only

L 20 percent of the workers were paid in this manner; now, fhe number ie “37 per-

- cent. Plans are under way to extend this system in order to increase productivity
’ and to give the workers a chance to earn mors. The trade-ufions have also been
instrumental in obtaining equal pay for women and young pecpls.

In eddition, the trade-unions aro faced with the problem of exerting their
. influence in private entexrprisss., Tho latker are not affected by the Two-Year
. Plan, except that private enterprises may onier inko agreements w!th nationalized
enterprises, and,to that oxtens, be included wiihin the plan. They may then
receive directives in connection with plan Pulfillment and raw materialas necessary
to carry out these dirsctives. The trade-unions in private enterprises see to it
that agreements made with nationalfzed enterprises are cerrisd out on time, sheck
) on the quality of the product, verify costs, 'wd try to prevent use of the product
for spuculation. Their main Sask, of courge, is to deferd the workers®’ rights.

The Soviet Zcne hes & most advanced system of social legislation ard service.
Msdicel stations have besn established in 1 ,600 piants. Thirty plants have
polyclinics attached to them. Children's nurseriss at plants have multiplied.
The nimber of dining-rooms 4n plants has doubled during the past year and is
novw €,357. The pride of the trade-unions ars the rest centera.

At present, 17.8 millior people, or 27 percent of the 66.5 million pressnt
day German population ere livin: in the Soviet Zome., Of these pecple, 6 million
are workers. Seventy six percent of all workers and smployees in the zone belong
to the free trade-unions. The Soviet Zons Federation of Froe German Trade-Unions

currently numbere 4.7 million, and with Berlin, 5.1 million members, or more
than the number of members in all Germany in 1933,
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